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DENMARK DISTRICT HOSPITAL 

1010. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the Minister for the Midwest, Wheatbelt and Great Southern: 
The Denmark District Hospital is an absolute disgrace.  The nurses are scared that they, or one of their patients, 
will fall through the floor.  The stumps underneath the floor of the hospital are rotting.  When will this 
Government allocate funding for the planning of a new hospital in Denmark? 

The PRESIDENT:  I will overlook the first part of the question.  The minister may wish to answer the question 
proper. 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
I am happy to take the question, even though one would normally expect that a question asked of the Minister for 
Health would come with some notice.  However, it is an issue in which I, as Minister for the Great Southern, 
have taken an interest.  In fact, I have been to the Shire of Denmark and discussed this matter in some depth with 
the shire.  Following my visit to Denmark, I believe the Minister for Health, Hon Bob Kucera, made an 
inspection of the Denmark District Hospital, and he has certainly indicated that there are deficiencies with the 
hospital’s structure.  I am informed that there are some difficulties about whether the hospital’s capital funding 
can go ahead, because I understand that a decision was made in the community, in association with the former 
Government, to take a different path regarding home and community care funding.  At this stage, I am not aware 
of whether those difficulties have been addressed or overcome.  However, a decision to go in another direction 
has apparently been made by the community, which will make it more difficult for the funding for the hospital to 
go ahead.  I will take up this question with the Minister for Health, and, in particular, the matter of whether the 
community has made an alternative decision. 
 


